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Cead Mile Failte. 
Means 100,000 Welcome 

To Ireland. 
 

On behalf of the LTKKA we would like to extend a warm 

welcome to all who plan to attend the world 

championships in Ireland. This November the event is 

kick off with a week of seminars with Kenpo teachers 

from around the world. Each teacher has been selected 

for their unique individual expertise in Kenpo. This will 

give everyone attending a chance to experience the 

multi faceted levels of Kenpo and meet today’s Masters 

of Kenpo who will take you on a journey into the this 

Art we all love. As the week of seminars comes to an 

end we all talk a breath, then begins the tournament 

with opening ceremonies with each country being 

represented. As with all LTKKA events you will be part 

of history in the making as each country demonstrates 

their abilities in Sparing, Self Defence and Kata. 

I personally look forward to meeting old and new 

friends as we all extend our hands in Kenpo friendship 

and unity. 

 

President LTKKA 

Larry Tatum. 
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Information Packaged. 

May we take this opportunity to say 
'Cead Mile Failte, 

Means 100,000 Welcomes. 

               

The experience officially starts when you land in 

Ireland, with the Thursday night meet & greet, serving 

as an appetizer subject matter. Old friends will reunite 

and new ones will be made as Mr. Kennedy Mr Birch.  

Mr. Spain Mr Gilligan.  Miss Lauren Birch. Will reviewed 

the championship Seminars / Dinner Dance with all of 

our guests. 

If you need any help in any way please phone one of 

the following Mr. Patrick S Kennedy 0868676109 Mr. 

John Birch 086949687 Mr. Vivion Spain 0872443131 Mr. 

Dan Gilligan Hotel number Miss. Lauren Birch 

0876214037 

The Hotel manager name is Will Hauguel.  

Phone 0879512676. 
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Information Packaged. 

If you need a doctor please ring one of the following 

numbers. 

Dr John o Grady 48 tower road, Clondalkin 4573143 

Dr. Geraghty. 100 St John’s wood, Clondalkin 4573589 

Dr Rashid Bismilla 98 Monastery road, Clondalkin 
4592831 

The Hospital is only five minutes away by car or phone 
4142000. 

If you need to go to OôConnell Street the Luas train line 

is only five minutes away by car Exit the hotel and turn 

right. Continue for approx 500 yards to a T-junction 

Take a right turn onto the N7 heading for Dublin.  

Continue straight through the lights at Newlands cross. 

Stay in the left lane and follow the signs for Luas Park 

and Ride.Approx 2km / 5 mins drive. 

Catholic churches close by, 

Sacred Heart’s Community – SRULEEN PARISH on St. 

John’s Drive WEEKEND MASS TIMES Vigil mass 

Saturday evening 6.30PM Sunday Masses at 10.30 AM 

& 12.00 noon. 
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Seminars /Championships / Dinner Dance. 

The seminars will start on Thursday and Friday evening 

at 18.30 to 22.00. 

The championships will start for juniors at 9.00. 

Sharp on Saturday morning. 

The senior will start on Saturday evening and Finnish 

on Sunday afternoon. 

The brotherhood Dinner Dance will start at 20.00. Sharp 

and Finish very late. 

If you would like to get the email address of your new 

Kenpo pen pal you will find on the next page a blank 

form. Please get permission from your PARENETS first  
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If you would like to get the email address of your new 

Kenpo pen pal will please get permission from your 

(PARENETS First) 

Name Email Address Country 
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Tournament Information. 
 

        Youth Sections:              Adult Sections: 
01. Individual Freestyle 01. Individual Freestyle 
02. Individual  Kata 02. Individual Kata 
03. Team Freestyle 03. Team Freestyle 
04. Team Kata 04. Team Kata 
05. Musical / Creative                                                      05. Musical / Creative  
06. Self Defence      06. Self Defence  
07. Weapons                       07. Weapons 
 

Freestyle Regulations: As per L.T.K.K.A. Ireland 
Tournament Rules 2010. 

Protection equipment compulsory. 

(Head Guard) (Hand / Foot Pads) ( Groin Guards) (Chest 

Guards) 

All participants will be requested to sign waver of injury 
Declaration form. 

 
NO HEAD CONTACT ALLOWED FOR Junior 

COLOURED BELTS Note: Any head contact in junior 
events will result 

In immediate disqualification. 
 

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS 

All participating clubs/schools will be required to 
produce 

A copy of their insurance policy document and a list of 
students 

Cover when registering students. 
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The Creed  

I come to you with only "Karate" - empty hands. I have 
no weapons; but should I be forced to defend myself, 
my principles or my honor; should it be a matter of life 
or death, of right or wrong; then here are my weapons - 
"Karate" - my empty hands.  

 

 

Orange Belt Pledge  

I understand that I am but a beginner in a new and 
fascinating art which will direct me to greater 
obligations and responsibilities. To honor my 
obligations and responsibilities, I pledge to myself to 
serve my instructor, fellow students, and fellow people.  

 

 

Purple Belt Pledge  

I hold the art of Kenpo sacred and freely take upon 
myself the obligation and responsibility that I shall 
never misuse my skill to hurt or make afraid. I shall 
fight only if forced to defend myself and shall be slow 
to anger, loath to take offense, quick to forgive, and to 
forget personal affront.  
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Blue Belt Pledge  

I shall never let pride rule my passions and will defend, 
with all the skill I possess, the weak, the helpless, and 
the oppressed. I pledge an unswerving loyalty to my 

art, my fellow students, and my instructor. In addition, I 
pledge an unending effort to earn the self-same loyalty 

from those who look to me for training.  

 

 

Green Belt Pledge  

I pledge a continued effort to sharpen my skills, to 
increase my knowledge, and to broaden my horizons. I 

shall obligate myself under the direction of my 
instructor to learn the skills of a teacher, which will 

enable me to teach my skills in the prescribed manner 
outlined within our Kenpo system.  

 

 

3rd Degree Brown Belt Pledge  

I pledge that as my skill as a teacher progresses I will 
never condemn, ridicule, embarrass, or shame any 

student or fellow instructor in the presence of a class 
or group. All grievances or disputes shall be conducted 

in a private away from group observation.  
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2nd Degree Brown Belt Pledge  

I understand that like a doctor, the private affairs of 
students and fellow instructors that come to my 

attention during the exercising of my responsibilities 
are priviledged communications and must never be 
discussed with any living soul. I vow that I will never 

violate this pledge nor any other for the sake of 
personal benefit.  

 

1st Degree Brown Belt Pledge  

I honor and hold sacred the right of all men to protect 
themselves. I further hold that as a trained Martial Artist 

in Kenpo, I will take upon myself all obligations and 
responsibilities deemed sacred to my personal beliefs, 

my family, my country, and my art.  

 
 

1st Degree Black Belt Pledge  

I hold that my time and my skill are the assets of my 
profession, assets which will grow in value as I 

progress in the Art until I stand as a fully qualified 
instructor. It shall also be my responsibility to protect 

any student from ravenous individuals who would try to 
take advantage of personal weaknesses, to divest the 
gullible into unprofitable gains, to preserve the sacred 
things, personal beliefs, family, and the art of Kenpo, I 

pledge my all.  
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Qualities and Characteristics of the Belt Ranks by Larry 
G. Tatum, Black Belt Magazine, October, 1998. 

Yellow through 1st Degree Black Belt 

(The following are the objectives to achieve the 
qualities and characteristics of each belt: 

Yellow Belt  
A Yellow Belt practitioner is given an introduction to 
the American Kenpo System while developing a 
working knowledge of the basics – the foundation of 
the Art. 

Orange Belt  
An Orange Belt practitioner must strive for the 
development of proper form so as to enhance the 
effectiveness of the basics. 

Purple Belt  
A Purple Belt practitioner must strive for the 
development of speed achieved through economy of 
motion by executing basics with proper form. 

Blue Belt  
A Blue Belt practitioner must possess a proper display 
of power achieved by the correct application of form 
plus speed of the basics. 

Green Belt  
A Green Belt practitioner must strive for the 
development of timing achieved by the proper 
application of breath control. 

3rd Degree Brown Belt  

A 3rd Degree Brown Belt practitioner must strive for the 

development and display of focused strikes 



15   Larry Tatum World Kenpo Championships Ireland November 2010 

 

achieved by adding power to breath control. 

2nd Degree Brown Belt  
A 2nd Degree Brown Belt practitioner must enhance 
his/her physical fitness in order to increase ones 
stamina and to make one more tolerant of pain. 

1st Degree Brown Belt  
A 1st Degree Brown Belt practitioner must strive for the 
development of mental skills by possessing a working 
knowledge of the principles, concepts and theories of 
American Kenpo Karate. 

1st Degree Black Belt  
A 1st Degree Black Belt must demonstrate his/her 
expertise in American Kenpo by properly applying 
these three formulae: 

Knowledge of Basics + Form + Speed = Power  
Power + Breath Control = Focus  
Focus + Physical Conditioning + Working Knowledge of 
Concepts, Principles and Theories = Expertise in 
individual self-defence skills.  

1st Degree Black Belt through 10th Degree Black Belt 

First Degree Black Belt  
A first-degree black belt (junior instructor) has 
achieved a certain level of physical expertise. 
Understanding the concepts and principles of motion, 
he has become a formidable fighter defensively and 
offensively. However, his skills outstrip his ability to 
communicate and teach, so teaching is essential to any 
further progress. 
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Second Degree Black Belt  
For the second-degree black belt (associate instructor), 
the ability to teach has begun to reinforce newfound 
skills. He has discovered that "to teach is to learn," and 
this is accomplished by a re-evaluation of past 
mistakes and bad habits. A new sense of responsibility 
appears, and he must begin to cultivate an image of 
authority within the school. 

Third Degree Black Belt  
At third degree (senior instructor), the black belt fins 
that first and second-degree black belt look to him for 
guidance and direction in the execution of techniques. 
He now has the authority within the school 
environment to organize a curriculum, express policy 
and set up tests. 

Fourth Degree Black Belt  
At fourth-degree black belt (head instructor), the black 
belt acquires the privilege of overriding others within 
the school after careful discussion, as well as a more 
mature ability to communicate that allows teaching 
first, second and third degree black belts. Together 
with these responsibilities, the fourth-degree black belt 
assists the master instructor in seminars, 
demonstration and other public functions at which the 
school and the art are represented. His physical 
expertise should be noticeably above that of more 
junior black belts, particularly in terms of speed, power 
and timing. 
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Fifth Degree Black Belt  
The fifth-degree black belt (associate professor), has 
reached the level at which he begins to teach the art 
beyond the realm of the school. Although the school 
curriculum has been carefully spelled out, he is no 
longer bound by it and has acquired the ability to tailor 
it to fit individual student needs. At fifth degree, in 
short, the black belt now moves on to a broader base of 
responsibility. 

Sixth Degree Black Belt  
The sixth-degree black belt (professor) has now 
reached a level at which he can not only teach the art 
but also begin to positively formulate its concepts and 
principles outside his school. As a result, caution 
becomes imperative. He has advanced to a critical 
point in his art, and it is at this point that his 
accumulation of time in grade becomes his defence 
against teaching what he cannot later retract. 

Seventh Degree Black Belt  
At seventh-degree black belt (senior professor), a noticeable 
change takes place in the black belt understands of his art. He 
becomes capable of ascertaining the problems that lie within the 
teaching of the curriculum. Working from a broader base and 
beginning to teach locally, nationally and internationally what 
was once taught mainly at home, he now recognizes that his 
former ways may not work abroad and must be tailored to 
particular minds, cultures and agendas. He has realized that 
while the language of the art remains the same, the varied 
applications of that language must be fitted to the environment. 
In brief, a seventh degree who goes out to teach in the world 

must have learned to tailor his teachings to the place and 
the people. 
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Eighth Degree Black Belt  
At eighth-degree black belt (associate master), the 
black belt’s concerns shift to exploring areas of 
physical master ship that was not visible to him in the 
past. His art eventually begins to expand physically and 
mentally, so much so that a definite physical change 
becomes evident, expressing the fact that he has 
begun to settle into a physical mastery. Thus, 
movements are less contrived because they are in the 
process of becoming embodied within him. 

Ninth Degree Black Belt  
At ninth-degree black belt (master of the arts), the black 
belt has reached to a level where, at any given moment, 
he can choreograph a technique by reaching a "super-
conscious" level. No longer separate from the art he 
has internalized, he has at last embodied it and become 
an element of it. What he teaches and what he 
physically embodies are indivisible. His contributions 
to the martial arts inside and outside the community 
are many, and his rank is backed by at least 25 years of 
sacrifice and service. 

Tenth Degree Black Belt  
Tenth-degree black belt (senior master of the arts) 
represents a lifelong endeavour to help all humankind. 
The rank is so respected by peers and students that the 
person’s word affects the course of the art. 

(The titles for the 10 ranks of black belt and the basic 
ideas of the differences between them came from Ed 
Parker.  
I have added a few needed definitions and explanations 
and provided interpretations.) 

 - Larry G. Tatum 
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Patrick S Kennedy. 

Master 9th Degree Black Belt. 

LTKKA Irish Chapter.  

www.kingswoodkenpo.com 

started my martial arts training in 1968 under the late 
Mr Christy Bolger in the art of Shotokan Karate. I have 
fond memories of training with the late Grandmaster 
Edmund K. Parker many times before his passing in 
1990.  An experience that has inspired and influenced 
him to this day. Earliest Kenpo instructors included 
Earliest Kenpo instructors included Mr. Maurice Mahon, 
Mr. Jackie Skelton, and Mr. Shay Paget. Mr. Barney 
Coleman. Mr. Ritchie O’Connor, Mr. Kennedy was the 
first student to receive a Black Belt in the famous High 
Street   Kenpo Karate School Dublin Ireland, in 1978 
from Mr. Maurice Mahon. Mr. Shay Paget, Mr. Barney 
Coleman.   He has won numerous awards in 
competition for his ability to perform forms to a very 
high standard, with grace, speed, and exceptional 
power. Today he is a member of Grand Master Larry 
Tatum International Kenpo Karate Association. 
Mr Kennedy has many wonderful memories from 
throughout his long Martial Arts career,  
 
(Most recent achievements include.) 
(1987) He is the founding member of the Irish Martial 
Arts Commission. 
(1990) Mr. Kennedy.  Mr. Vivion Spain. And Mr. Tony 
Dunne.  
Are the founding members of the Irish Kenpo 

Fellowship.   (1991) Receiving an honorary Black Belt 

from all the systems of the Irish Martial Commission to 

commemorate the launch of I.M.A.C. as the governing 

http://www.kingswoodkenpo.com/
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body of all Martial Arts in Ireland. 
(1994) Receiving the "Irish Kenpo Fellowship Black Belt 
Hall of Fame" award.    
(1997) Mr. Kennedy.   Mr. Vivion Spain. And Mr. Tony 
Dunne, Are the founding members of the Irish Kenpo 
Fellowship for the 2nd time. 
(2001) Mr. Kennedy.  Mr. Vivion Spain. And Mr. Tony 
Dunne, Are the founding members of the International 
Kenpo Fellowships.   
  
(2002) He is one of 5 founding members of Grand 
Master Larry Tatum Kenpo Karate association Irish 
chapter, Mr. Vivion Spain,  
Mr. Dan Gilligan, Mr. Tony Dunne. Mr. John Birch.  
  
(2003) Universal Martial Arts Hall of Fame for 
International Kenpo instructor of the year,  
  
(2004) Universal Martial Arts Hall of Fame International 
Advisors for Ireland,  
  
(2005) Universal Martial Arts Hall of Fame Ambassador 
to the martial arts, 
  
(2005) The afore mentioned hosted the LTKKA Ireland 
World Kenpo Karate Championships at with 14 
countries took part in. 
 

(2010) The afore mentioned hosted the LTKKA Irish 

Chapter World Kenpo Karate Championships at with 17 

countries will take part in. 
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Mr. John Birch. 

Associate Master 8th Degree Black Belt. 

LTKKA Irish Chapter. 
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Mr. Vivion Spain. 

Associate Master 8th Degree Black Belt. 

LTKKA Irish Chapter.  

 Mr Vivion Spain was born in Dublin, Ireland on the 18th 
November 1961.   Mr Spain started Kenpo as a young boy aged 
11 in 1972 under Mr Maurice Mahon in the Baggotts Street Club 
in the centre of Dublin under whom he achieved his 1st Degree 
Black Belt in 1983.   Mr Maurice Mahon was one of the original 
four black belts under Mr John McSweeney, the other three were 
John Conway, Tommy Jordan and Jim Rice.   At the time of the 
commencement of Mr Spain's training, you had to be 16 years of 
age to start Kenpo, however Mr Spain was allowed to join the 
Club as his brother was a personal friend of the Instructor.   It 
wasn't until 1974 that a new Club, Rathmines, opened its doors 
to teach children's' classes and it was at this time that Mr Spain 
took his first grade, a yellow tip on a white belt! 

Mr Spain opened his first club in 1979 in Drimnagh,  which was 
very successful on the tournament circuit in the 1980s, with 
many of his students going on to win various titles in both 
Kenpo and multi-style tournaments.  Mr Spain has since opened 
further clubs. 

In 1987 Mr Spain attended and competed at the International 
Competition in Long Beach, California under the International 
Kenpo Karate Association ("IKKA").  

Today Mr Spain is a member of the LTKKA, which he joined in 
2002 and in 2006, was promoted to 8th Degree Black Belt by 
Master Larry Tatum. 

In 2004 Mr Spain was nominated and inducted into the Universal 
Martial Arts Hall of Fame, in recognition for his outstanding 
contribution to the Art of Kenpo in Ireland.   
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Mr. Dan Gilligan 

Associate Master 8th Degree Black Belt. 

LTKKA Irish Chapter.  
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The Larry Tatum's Kenpo karate Association would like to 

extend a warm and gracious welcome into our 

association to Mr. Patrick Kennedy, Mr. John Birch, Mr. 

Vivion Spain and Mr. Dan Gilligan, and all their Kenpo 

Students throughout Ireland. 

    

These men have taken on the task and responsibility in 

bringing the Kenpo community in Ireland into a 

fellowship of brother and sister hood.  

Their efforts over the last couple of years have bridged 

many political obstacles by having schools throughout 

Ireland come together for one common denominator, to 

bring cohesion through respect for each other  

in the Irish Kenpo world. The results have 

been enormously successful, and proof that when 

working for a common goal, each school and or groups 

of Kenpoists, can unite together at tournaments, 

seminars and  

Kenpo functions that honor each other and their 

individual efforts.  

 

I am honoured to be able to work with such Master's of 

Kenpo and to help bring about a continued unification 

through sharing the Art with mutual respect. 

   Larry Glen Tatum 
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                Members 

LTKKA Welcomes Steve Baca Kenpo 

 

LTKKA Welcomes Steve Baca Kenpo 

LTKKA Welcomes Steve Baca Kenpo  
 
LTKKA Member Walter Justice Kenpo  
 
LTKKA Welcomes PKA Karate Academy, 

LTKKA Welcomes Peterborough Kenpo 

LTKKA Welcomes Phil Flateau 

LTKKA Welcomes New York Chapter Kenpo 

LTKKA Welcomes New Zealand Kenpo 

LTKKA Welcomes White Dragon Kenpo 

LTKKA Welcomes Kevin Johnson's Kenpo 

LTKKA Welcomes Breakthrough Kenpo 

LTKKA Welcomes Dale Franklin's Kenpo 

LTKKA Welcomes Las Vegas Kenpo 

LTKKA Welcomes Zac Strickland Kenpo 

LTKKA Welcomes New Castle Kenpo 

http://www.kenpoevolution.com/
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LTKKA Welcomes Brian Antrak's Kenpo 

LTKKA Welcomes Eric Puckett Kenpo 

LTKKA Welcomes Ron Mason Kenpo. 

LTKKA Welcomes Steve Baca Kenpo 

LTKKA Welcomes Jose Ponce Kenpo 

LTKKA Welcomes Patrick S Kennedy. 

LTKKA Welcomes John Birch Kenpo. 

LTKKA Welcomes Vivion Spain Kenpo 

LTKKA Welcomes Dan Gilligan Kenpo 

LTKKA Welcomes Adolfo Luelmo Kenpo 

LTKKA Welcomes Asis Camacho Kenpo 

LTKKA Welcomes Scott Southwell Kenpo  

LTKKA Welcomes Tom Cullen Kenpo 

LTKKA Welcomes Guido Polidori Kenpo 

LTKKA Welcomes David Pantano Kenpo   

LTKKA Welcomes  

LTKKA Welcomes  

LTKKA Welcomes  

LTKKA Welcomes 

LTKKA Welcomes  

LTKKA Welcomes  

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1635266243
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